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Message Text 
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PAGE 01 STATE 063424 
ORIGIN AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 EUR- 12 EA-10 NEA-10 10-13 ISO-OO 
SIG-03 CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-OO 
USIE-00 INRE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-10 L-03 PA-01 
SP-02 SS-15 MCE-00 ACDA-12 /1 18 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/E:LJANOWSKI:SN 
APPROVED BY AF:WHARROP 
AF/E:RPOST 

079778 112243Z/65 

OP 112137Z MAR 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY SANA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DOHA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DJIBOUTI IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY NAIROBI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BONN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ROME PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PRIORITY 
USLO PEKING PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI PRIORITY 
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AMEMBASSY TUNIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY RABAT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE PRIORITY 
USMISSION USNATO PRIORITY 
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USINT HAVANA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV PRIORITY 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 063424 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: KE, MASS, MARR 

SUBJECT: MILITARY SURVEY TEAM AND F-5 DELIVERY TO KENYA 

1. DEPARTMENT WISHES TO CALL TO THE ATTENTION OF ADDRESSEE 
POSTS THAT THIRTEEN MAN JOINT STATE/DEFENSE MILITARY 
SURVEY TEAM HEADED BY ARMY MAJOR GENERAL JOHN G. HILL, JR. 

IS SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE IN NAIROBI ON MARCH 17 TO ASSESS 
KENYAN DEFENSE NEEDS. THE DECISION TO SEND THE TEAM WAS 
MADE DURING THE VISIT OF A SENIOR KENYAN DELEGATION LED BY 
VICE PRESIDENT MOI EARLY IN MARCH AND PRIOR TO SIAD 
BARRE'S AGREEMENT TO WITHDRAW FROM THE OGADEN. 

2. IN ADDITION, THE KENYAN GOVERNMENT HAS INVITED AN 
AIR FORCE GENERAL OFFICER TO BE PRESENT IN NAIROBI FOR 
THE CEREMONIES IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE DELIVERY OF 
KENYA'S FIRST F-5E/F ON MARCH 31. THESE SIX AIRCRAFT 
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AND SIX OTHERS WHICH WILL BE DELIVERED LATER THIS SPRING 
WERE SOLD TO THE GOVERNMENT OF KENYA IN 1976. DELIVERY 
DATES HAVE BEEN FIRM FOR SOME TIME AND NO RPT NO SIGNIF- 
ICANCE SHOULD BE ATTACHED TO MARCH 31 DELIVERY DATE. 

3. WE ARE CONCERNED THAT THE ARRIVAL IN KENYA OF TWO US 
GENERAL OFFICERS, A MILITARY SURVEY TEAM AND A MONSTER 

C-5 BEARING THE FIRST F-5S, ALL AT A TIME WHEN HORN 
DEVELOPMENTS ARE TAKING DRAMATIC TURNS, COULD BE WIDELY 
MISINTERPRETED, ESPECIALLY IN MOGADISCIO AND ADDIS 
ABABA. ACCORDINGLY, ACTION ADDRESSEES SHOULD, AT THEIR 
DISCRETION, UNDERTAKE TO REGISTER FOLLOWING POINTS WITH 
HOST GOVERNMENTS: 

- ARRIVAL OF F-5S AND SURVEY TEAM QUITE FORTUITOUS. 

F5 ARRIVAL REPRESENTS CULMINATION OF PROCESS STARTED TWO 
YEARS AGO. 

-SURVEY TEAM WAS OUTCOME OF RECENT DISCUSSIONS IN 
WASHINGTON BETWEEN US AND KENYAN OFFICIALS. PURPOSE IS 
TO ASSESS KENYA'S SECURITY REQUIREMENTS AND IDENTIFY 
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WAYS IN WHICH US, TOGETHER WITH OTHER WESTERN POWERS, 

MIGHT CONTRIBUTE TO KENYA'S SECURITY. 

-KENYA HAS LONG PRACTICED POLICY OF RESTRAINT IN 
ACQUISITION OF ARMS. MEANWHILE. ACQUISITION OF ARMS BY 
KENYA'S NEIGHBORS HAS GONE ON APACE. ETHTOPIA-SOMAT.TA 
CONFLICT HAS HIGHLIGHTED FACT THAT KENYA IS LOCATED IN A 
VOLATILE PART OF THE WORLD. UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES, IT IS 
ONLY PRUDENT FOR KENYA TO HAVE SUFFICIENT DEFENSIVE 
CAPABILITY TO DETER ADVENTURISM FROM WELL-ARMED NEIGHBORS. 

-GIVEN LONG AND CLOSE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN KENYA AND 
US, IT IS ONLY NATURAL THAT KENYA SHOULD LOOK TO US, AS 
WELL AS OTHER WESTERN COUNTRIES, AND THAT US SHOULD BE 
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PREPARED TO GIVE KENYAN REQUEST SYMPATHETIC CONSIDERATION. 

5. FOR ALL ACTION AND INFO ADDRESSEES: PLEASE BE 
SURE YOUR PRESS SECTION AND/OR PAOS ARE AWARE OF THIS 
POTENTIAL PROBLEM AND ARE PREPARED TO INFORM PRESS OF 
ACTUAL FACTS ON IF ASKED BASIS. WE WILL INFORM YOU WHEN 
WE HAVE CLEARED PRESS GUIDANCE ON F-5 DELIVERY AND 
SURVEY TEAM. VANCE 
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